Schonheyder (1934) demonstrated that the delay in coagulation in chicks on diets deficient in vitamin K was not caused by a disturbance in the levels of fibrinogen, calcium or the cellular elements of the blood or the thrombokinase of the tissues. Dam, Schonheyder and Tage-Hansen (1936) sub- sequently showed the element deficient in the blood of these chicks to be prothrombin.
Investigations Quick (1935; 1937; 1938) devised a method, simple but specific, to determine blood prothrombin and also succeeded in demonstrating a prothrombin deficiency in jaundiced patients with haemorrhagic tendency. Warner, Brinkhous and Smith (1936) have developed a more accurate but somewhat complicated method. Recently, a third method has been employed and advocated by Dam and Glavind (1938; Hypoprothrombincemia produced by surgical procedures in animals (A) Biliary fistula.?Dogs with bile fistula develop spontaneous haemorrhages. Greaves and Schmidt (1937) [. Tune, 1941 The purpose and programme of this work maybe said to be threefold?
(1) The choice of a suitable method for the study of the anomalies of coagulation and heemorrhagic diseases.
( table) .
In an earlier series, where of thromboplastin solution is placed in a small testtube, the blood to be tested is added to make up
